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Mary Idema Pew Library  
 BLAZES  TRAIL  INTO 21 ST CENTURY



1,400 donors made it happen

 To help get the library up and running, 
Mary Ann Keeler and her husband, Miner 
S. Keeler, who died in 2003, made the very 
first gift to build the library on the Allendale 
Campus before architectural renderings 
of the building existed. The Keelers 
have always been a part of the campus 
community, and they had a vision that 
Grand Valley would be able to replace the 
Zumberge Library with a state-of-the-art 
learning and information commons.    
 “We believe great universities should have 
great libraries,” Mary Ann Keeler said. “We 
immediately decided to give a major initial 
gift to initiate a new library, which would 
incorporate web-enabled revolutionary new 
technology for summoning knowledge from 
all over the world.”  

West Michigan support
 The Idema name is well-known in West 
Michigan and is often synonymous with 
great philanthropy and leadership. Bill 
and Bea Idema have always been strong 
supporters of organizations in West 
Michigan. Bill died in 2008, and Bea has 

continued his legacy of philanthropy with 
multiple projects including the Mary Idema 
Pew Library. 
 Bill and Mary Idema’s philanthropic 
personalities stemmed from their father, 
Walter Idema, who was one of the founders 
of Steelcase Inc. The Steelcase Foundation 
has supported Grand Valley over the 
decades. Their gift helped to provide the 
building with the Steelcase Foundation 
Rooftop Terrace, which allows students and 
faculty members respite from their work.
 The Frey Foundation has generously 
supported Grand Valley for decades and 
played a key role in the development 
of both the Allendale and downtown 
campuses. Edward J. and Frances T. 
Frey established the Frey Foundation in 
1974 with the conviction that educated 
citizens are the pillar of a prosperous 
community and a vibrant nation. The Frey 
Foundation Plaza, named in their honor, 
will enrich the academic experience and 
serve as a gathering place for the university 
community.
 The Batts family has provided tremendous 
support for the Mary Idema Pew Library, 

U niversity officials said the new 
library represents the next 
generation of learning for Grand 

Valley students. It gives the university the 
capacity to educate future students to be 
leaders in their communities, successful in 
their careers, and engaged in public service 
— all attributes that aligned with Mary Idema 
Pew’s beliefs. The Mary Idema Pew Library 
is Grand Valley’s first philanthropic naming 
of a building for a woman, and the university 
thanks the 1,400-plus donors who made this 
model for 21st century learning a reality.
 During the 2010 groundbreaking ceremony 
for the library, Kate Pew Wolters said: “It’s 
very meaningful to us that Grand Valley 
would honor my mother this way. The new 
library stands for education and knowledge, 
and it also represents the pride that West 
Michigan takes in learning.” Wolters is a 
member of Grand Valley’s Board of Trustees 
and a Grand Valley University Foundation 
director. She has followed her father’s legacy 
of philanthropic giving and leadership; 
her gift was in memory of her mother.  She 
relayed how her father, Bob Pew — who 
provided the lead gift for the library — talked 
about the project when he said, “It’s not 
about us. It’s about supporting Grand Valley 
and the great school it’s become.” Wolters 
added, “It’s also about Mom and the legacy 
she leaves behind.”
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Donna and Jim Brooks, forefront, enjoy a tour of the mary Idema Pew Library with other supporters. 

Kate pew Wolters

dONOr ImPaCT



1,400 donors made it happen

Mary iDeMa peW:  
a TraILbLazer

 mary Idema Pew was actively  
involved in helping all communities 
where she lived, but especially her 
native city of Grand rapids. Her life 
on washington street, in the heart of 
Grand rapids, as well as membership 
in the Idema family, one of the original 
founding families of steelcase Inc.,  
tied her strongly to the area.    
 Pew was a trailblazer. she served  
as a waVe (women accepted for 
Volunteer emergency service) during 
world war II and provided LINK training 
to pilots. after marrying robert C. Pew II,
she enrolled in classes at wesleyan 
university, where she was among one 
of the first women students admitted 
to the all-male school. Pew remained 
passionate about education, believing it 
was the key to unlocking doors.
    while she and robert raised three 
children, she was a member of the 
Junior League, the PTa, and active in 
many social and educational causes in 
west michigan. although Pew never 
sought recognition, the mary Idema 
Pew Library Learning and Information 
Commons serves as a perfect tribute 
to a woman who valued education and 
touched the lives of many people in 
west michigan, according to 

roBert c. peW ii:  
LasTING LeGaCy

 bob Pew’s love of learning and  
his interest in the welfare of the 
community allowed him to leave  
a lasting legacy not only on  
Grand Valley, but the entire  
Grand rapids area. 
 Pew was part of the university  
since its beginning when he served  
as a founding member of the Grand 
Valley state College Citizen’s Council. 
He later served on Grand Valley’s 
board of Control and helped lead 
the expansion of the university into 
downtown Grand rapids, what is  
now the Pew Grand rapids Campus.
 His influence helped to secure  
the land and funding for the  
eberhard Center and the meijer  
Public broadcast Center. Pew  
served on the Grand Valley  
university Foundation. He continued  
his support for Grand Valley by 
providing the lead gift for the  
mary Idema Pew Library in memory 
of his late wife, mary Idema Pew.    
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and the second floor is named in their honor. 
Jack and his wife, Nancy, have lived their 
faith by making visionary investments in 
education and health care that have touched 
the lives of many people in West Michigan. 
As longtime supporters of Grand Valley they 
also helped make possible the university’s 
campus in Grand Rapids. All of Jack and 
Nancy’s children — John, Michael, James and 
Robert — and grandchildren are continuing 
the family’s legacy of giving. 
 Jim and Donna Brooks were instrumental 
in supporting the library and by serving 
as co-chairs of the Shaping Our Future 
campaign. Donna said the couple worked on 
the campaign because they believe in Grand 
Valley and the opportunities it provides for 
the entire community. Donna said,  
“We want to help shape the future.” Jim 
added, “Grand Valley is at a pivotal point  
in its history.”
  Dan DeVos said the entire community 
“will benefit from the kind of leading-
edge learning center that will create new 
experiences for Grand Valley students.” 
Dan and his wife, Pam, have been longtime 
supporters of Grand Valley; they also served  
as co-chairs of the 2008 Shaping Our  
Future campaign. 
 “I’m excited for the future of West 
Michigan and especially the future and 
outlook for Grand Valley. We have great 
people making great things happen. The 
future is in our hands,” he said.  
 The library represents Grand Valley’s 
promise to prepare today’s students to 
succeed in a rapidly evolving global economy.  
 Before he passed away in 2012, Bob Pew 
said: “My wife cared about education because 
of what it could do for people’s lives. Her 
compassion was with everyday people. We 
know this library will benefit everyone in the 
region as it raises the academic achievement 
of Grand Valley students.”  

Bea idema, left, and Mary ann Keeler

pew family: trailblazers, 
passionate about education

university leaders.



Donor impact

T he 600 donors who supported  
the new L. William Seidman 
Center have positively affected the 

future of Grand Valley and its students. They 
understand that investing in the Seidman 
College of Business is a direct investment in 
the economic success of the region.  

Supporters celebrate 
at L. William Seidman 
center groundbreaking, 
including (clockwise from 
above) rich and Helen 
DeVos, and Jim Brooks; 
Sarah Seidman and rich 
DeVos; David Frey; and 
Doug and rich DeVos.

 The project is a fitting tribute to Bill 
Seidman’s vision for a college that provides 
West Michigan, the state and beyond with a 
highly skilled, well-educated workforce.  
 Two of the leading stakeholders in the 
Seidman Center were Richard M. and Helen 
DeVos. The DeVoses served as honorary 
co-chairs for the Shares in a Common Future 
campaign, and made the lead gift for the  
new building in remembrance of their 
longtime friend. 
 “Bill Seidman is an icon. He’s a classic. 
There’s none like him,” DeVos said. “Our life 
is enriched and our community is enriched 
because we have been enriched as a people to 
know a man such as this, a renaissance man.”  
 DeVos, general chair of the Grand Valley 
University Foundation, said he believes 
that the building provides the space 
and technology to propel the Seidman 
College and its students to even greater 
accomplishments.
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Shares in a  
                        futurecommon



41GRAND VALLEY MAGAZINE

B ill Seidman, recognized as both 
a leader in the West Michigan 

business community and the “Father of 
Grand Valley,” was once an ambitious 
37-year old partner in the national 
accounting firm Seidman and Seidman 
who had a dream of creating a local 
four-year college.  
 Seidman understood that West 
Michigan’s dynamic industry and 
businesses required a steady influx of 
skilled college graduates.  
 With the help of nearly 300 
community leaders, Seidman founded 
Grand Valley and charted a course for 
its College of Business. 
The Seidman College of 
Business was named in 
recognition of Bill’s father, 
Frank Edward Seidman, 
who for more than 50 
years was an established 
member of the Grand 
Rapids community.  
 After founding Grand 
Valley, Seidman joined 
President Gerald R. 
Ford’s administration 
as an economic advisor 
and later became chair 
of the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corp. He also 
served as head of the 
Resolution Trust Corp. 
in the aftermath of the 
savings and loan crisis.   
 Seidman maintained 
close ties with the 
university and remained 
proud of his association 
with the school until his 
death in 2009. Shortly 
before he died, Seidman 

said: “I’ve had a great life. I’ve worked 
for three presidents of the United 
States, I’ve been in major business, 
and in other educational endeavors. 
There’s nothing that I’ve done in life 
that gives me the satisfaction of seeing 
how Grand Valley State University is 
delivering on its promise to the western 
Michigan area.” 
 Today, the Seidman College of 
Business is increasingly seen as a 
premier regional business college due 
to Seidman’s vision, longtime financial 
support, and love for higher education.     

 “It’s another huge step forward to give 
us what we expect to be a leading business 
school, not only in the design and look of 
the building, but in the caliber of education 
young people are going to gain there,”  
he said.  
 That is why the Frey Foundation 
supported construction of the Seidman 
Center. The foundation was established 
with the idea that educated citizens are 
the pillars of a prosperous community and 
a vibrant nation. David G. Frey, campaign 
co-chair, said, “The Seidman Center 
will enrich the academic experience for 
students and serve as a gathering place for 
students, faculty members and visitors.”  
 Doug DeVos was also a campaign co-
chair. Doug explained that Bill was about 
action. “He was about getting it done. It 
wasn’t just talking about something, it was 
about accomplishing something. Not just 
what we could dream, but what we could 
do,” Doug said.
 Doug and his wife, Maria, have been 
longtime supporters of the community 
through business and philanthropic 
activities. “Bill Seidman’s life was a 
testament to vision, hard work and sound 
judgment. With the Seidman College of 
Business, those values will always have a 
home,” Doug said.  

L. William Seidman Center:  
a fitting tribute
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More than 600 people 
supported the L. William 
Seidman center, named 
in honor of Seidman, who 
is known as the ‘father of 
Grand Valley.’

Shares in a  
                        future
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L. William Seidman Center  
IMPACTS GRAND RAPIDS  

SKYLINE,  STATE’S  

ECONOMY




